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182 THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

when we come to look for their acts, we find nothing in either 
case of a very tangible shape. However, mtliorv ! speremus. 

Uttetars &mtottittttnatt0. 

The Second Number of Mr. Parry's " Welsh Melodies" 
has, as we mentioned in our last, recently made its appearance, 
and will tend, we have no doubt, to enhance the well earned re- 
putation of its ingenious author. Of the musical part of the 
work we may not, perhaps, be considered as competent judges ; 
but we must be allowed to say, that it appears to have been 
Mr. Parry's principal aim, in this respect, to adhere to the 
characteristic simplicity of our national airs, and consequently 
to discard those foreign embellishments, by which they have, 
in general, been so injuriously disguised. On this point the 
author very properly observes — " I have purposely avoided all 
extraneous modulations and chromatic passages, that the ac- 
companiments may be performed on the harp as well as the 
piano-forte', besides, had I travelled out of my way for such 
commitants, it would not have been in keeping with the sim- 
plicity of the melodies." The melodies comprised in this col- 
lection, are sixteen in number, and the words adapted to them 
are, for the most part, highly appropriate aud poetical. — 
This praise is particularly due to the compositions of Mrs. He- 
mans, one of which we inserted last month, and another appears 
in the present Number. I'o this we may add, that the frontispiece 
by Mr. H. F. Rose bespeaks the talent of the artist in the most 
unequivocal manner, and forms a happy embellishment of the 
work. The design represents a Druidical cromlech, very taste- 
fully grouped with ancient oaks, the harp, and other appropriate 
emblems of our native soil. In a word, this new Number of the 
" Welsh Melodies" cannot fail to augment at once the fame 
of the author, and the entertainment of all those, whose souls 
are formed for concord of sweet sounds," and who take any 
interest in the sweet and unadulterated airs of the Cymry. 

We understand that the " Report" of the Carmarthen Eit- 
ttddtodm 1819 will speedily be published, accompanied by the 
Essays and Poems, which gained the prizes on that occasion. 
" Better late than never" is a sound maxim ; we, therefore, hope, 
that the intelligence, we have here communicated, will not prove 
destitute of foundation. 



